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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

ART DIRECTORS GUILD TO INDUCT OSCAR®-WINNING
PRODUCTION DESIGNER GENE ALLEN INTO HALL OF FAME
AT THE 21°* ANNUAL EXCELLENCE IN PRODUCTION DESIGN AWARDS

ADG’s 21st Annual Excellence in Production Design Awards
Take Place Saturday, February 11 at Ray Dolby Ballroom

LOS ANGELES, Dec. 15, 2016 — Gene Allen, the Oscar®-winning Production Designer behind My Fair
Lady, A Star is Born and Les Girls, will be inducted into the Art Directors Guild (ADG) Hall of Fame at
the 21st Annual Art Directors Guild Excellence in Production Design Awards, announced today by
ADG Council Chairperson Marcia Hinds and awards producer Thomas Wilkins. The ceremony will be
held Saturday, February 11, 2017 at the Ray Dolby Ballroom at Hollywood and Highland.

In making the announcement, Hinds said, “We celebrate Gene as a legendary and iconic Production
Designer. Gene made an enormous contribution to the art of Production Design and Art Direction
through his love of color, form and dramatic design. He was a visionary, a leader in the industry, an
advocate of the profession and an inspiration to us all.”

Allen, who passed away at the age of 97 last year, made his mark not only as a Production Designer
but as a respected executive within the industry. He served three terms as president of the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts & Sciences (1983 to 1985), was Executive Director for the Art Directors Guild for 27
years (1970 to 1997) and served four two-year terms as IATSE Vice President.

Allen got his startin 1936 as a “blueprint boy” in Warner Bros. art department, but studio layoffs led to
his enlistment in the LAPD and Navy during World War Il. He rejoined Hollywood in 1948 as a sketch
artist and quickly rose through the ranks to Art Director, earning his first Oscar nomination for A Star Is
Born. His stunning production design on My Fair Lady won him one of the film’s eight Academy
Awards®.

Other production design credits include At Long Last Love, The Cheyenne Social Club and The
Chapman Report. His credits as an Art Director include Let’s Make Love, A Breath of Scandal, Heller in



Pink Tights, Merry Andrew, Back from Eternity, Bhowani Junction and Les Girls, which earned him his
second Oscar nomination.

The latter part of Allen’s career saw him serving in executive roles at AMPAS and ADG, who honored
him with a Special Achievement Award in 1997. He held memberships with the Directors Guild of
America, the Writers Guild of America and served on numerous industry-related boards including the
Motion Picture Industry Pension Plan and the Motion Picture & Television Fund. Allen was a recognized
watercolor painter whose work was exhibited in many galleries, more recently the ADG’s Gallery 800 in
North Hollywood.

Last year's ADG Hall of Fame inductees, which are only given posthumously, were Production
Designer Carmen Dillon, Production and Costume Designer Patricia Norris, Production Designer and
Illustrator Dorothea Holt Redmond and Art Director and Set Designer Dianne Wager. The complete list
of inductees can be found at http://www.adg.org/?art=hall of fame.

As previously announced, ADG will present four Lifetime Achievement Awards to Emmy®-winning
Production Designer René Lagler, Scenic Artist Albert Obregon, Emmy-nominated Set Designer Cate
Bangs and Senior lllustrator Joseph Musso.

Producers of this year's ADG Awards (#ADGawards) are Production Designers Tom Wilkins and Tom
Walsh. Online voting will be held December 12, 2016 — January 4, 2017. Nominations will be
announced on January 5, 2017. Final online balloting will be held January 12 - February 9, and winners
will be announced at the dinner ceremony on Saturday, February 11, 2017. ADG Awards are open
only to productions, when made within the U.S., by producers signatory to the IATSE agreement.
Foreign entries are acceptable without restrictions.

Further inquiries regarding the ADG Awards may be directed to Debbie Patton in the ADG Awards
Office at 818.762.9995 or Debbie@artdirectors.org.

Media sponsors are The Hollywood Reporter, Variety and SHOOTonline.
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ABOUT THE ART DIRECTORS GUILD:

The Art Directors Guild (IATSE Local 800) represents 2,500 members who work throughout the United States,
Canada and the rest of the world in film, television and theater as Production Designers, Art Directors, Assistant
Art Directors; Scenic, Title and Graphic Artists; lllustrators and Matte Artists; Set Designers and Model Makers;
and Previs Artists. Established in 1937, the ADG’s ongoing activities include a Film Society, an annual Awards
Banquet, a creative/technology community (5D: The Future of Immersive Design), a bimonthly craft magazine
(Perspective); and extensive technology-training programs, figure drawing and other creative workshops and
year-round Gallery 800 art exhibitions. The Guild’s Online Directory/Website Resource is at www.adg.org.
Connect with the Art Directors Guild and #ADGawards on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

PRESS CONTACTS:
Cheri Warner - Nicole Player - Weissman/Markovitz Communications
818.760.8995 - cheri@publicity4all.com - nicole@publicity4all.com

SPONSORSHIP/ADVERTISING CONTACT:
Jill Carrigan - Carol Skeldon - IngleDodd Media
310.207-4410 x 229 - ADGawards@ingledodd.com




