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Beautiful Boy

“I make films because they oblige me to process my own 

experiences and to face the hard things I need to. I learned 

from David and Nic’s books that my family and I had certain

prejudices towards addicts’ behaviour. We hadn’t seen all the

ways to deal with it, ways to try to help. Their story inspired 

us to make a film that we hope in some small way could give 

voice to so many people struggling with addiction. To show in 

a simple, honest and raw way, the complexity of the illness. 

it was an incredible journey.”

-Felix van groeningen

  director
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“Finding practical locations in Los Angeles to match the Sheffs’ coastal 

Northern California environment took some time. A visit to their home 

in Inverness, a small bayside town in Marin County, demonstrated how 

important art, nature and architecture were to the family. We saw 

from how they live they have a very strong sense of design. we  STUDIED 

THEIR HABITS, THEIR INCONSISTENCIES, TO maintain their integrity. AND 

WHAT WE DISCOVERED WAS a home that FELT LIKE THE LAST PLACE A CHILD 

WOULD WANT TO ESCAPE FROM, A PLACE THAT EMBRACED NATURE AND 

ARTISTIC EXPRESSION. THIS CONTRADICTION BECAME THE FOUNDATION FOR 

OUR DESIGN CHOICES, as well as the idea of hiding in plain site.”

” 

-ETHAN TOBMAN

  PRODUCTION DESIGNER
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sheff groundplans

Groundplans by Patrick Sullivan, art director
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ILLUSTRATIONS BY ETHAN TOBMAN, PRODUCTION DESIGNER
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ON THE DESIGN OF THE SHEFF HOUSE:

“When you forget that you’re on a set, that’s the best indication of how 

well the production design has gone. When you just feel like you’re in an 

environment, and you don’t sense the cameras and the crew, and all you 

feel is the house? I think that’s the true mark of a successful 

production design.

-steve carell

  “David Sheff”
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“It was SO important that the four rehab clinics representED different stages 

of thIS FAMILIES’- OF every families’- increasing sense of desperation. First, 

YOU think it’s a problem YOU can fix: Let’s not overreact, but let’s react. 

WHEN THAT DOESN’T WORK, THEY THINK, ‘we have resources, let’s throw THEM 

AT THIS’. AND SO THE FIRST rehab- A TEMPORARY SOLUTION- PROGRESSES TO AN 

austere, ALMOST regal RETREAT. 

When that fails, you take a step back: Okay, this isn’t working. This is going... 

to take a SOME TIME. AND SO THE REHABS- AND HOPE- DEGENERATE.

 

All the while, we’re contrasting the house, so ingratiated with nature, 

WITH the clinics LACK THEREOF. WE MOVE further and further away from 

anything naturAL. CONCRETE SLABS, INHERETED FURNITURE, FAUX LAMINATE, 

DEAD PLANTS. NOTHING IS ALIVE ANYMORE. NOTHING IS NATURAL.

IN OUR RESEARCH, IN OUR LIFE EXPERIENCES, WE REALIZED the support networks 

are all in basements. BACK ROOMS. SUBTERRANEAN SPACES. FAMILIES hide their 

STRUGGLE. yet NEARLY EVERY MEMBER OF OUR CREW HAD AT LEAST ONE DEAR LOVED 

ONE WHO WAS OR IS A SUFFERER OF ADDICTION.“

” 

-ETHAN TOBMAN

  PRODUCTION DESIGNER
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DONUT SHOP LOCATION / ILLUSTRATION

ILLUSTRATIONS BY ETHAN TOBMAN, PRODUCTION DESIGNER
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ILLUSTRATIONS BY ETHAN TOBMAN, PRODUCTION DESIGNER
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ILLUSTRATIONS BY ETHAN TOBMAN, PRODUCTION DESIGNER





THANK YOU


