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“A Spy Among Friends”  is based on the New York Times best-selling book by Ben Macintyre, it dramatises the true story of Nicholas Elliot and 
Kim Philby.  Two spies and life long friends, one of them who was betraying the other all along, at the height of the cold war.


The show was a really ambitious project spanning several decades and many countries and saw us completing over 200 sets.  With such an 
expanse of work we had to very clever with locations making them work for multiple scenarios.  We transformed rooms built sets into locations 
and cramped as much as we could into studio space.


The visual brief we had for the show was to embrace as much realism into the sets as we could, to embrace awkward spaces and unusual 
architectural details so nothing felt obviously designed and to create sets that could blur from locations in seamless motion ensuring the viewer 
would never know what was real and what was artifice.  We utilised our research and referencing to embellish the sets with as much realism 
from the time as we could find, be it street signage or Berlin bus stops or recreating the original lights and fountain from the Metropol Hotel.


Having so many countries it was important that each had it’s own stylistic language and lots of lighting was used to help denote these, warm 
coloured glass in Beruit, dynamic modern lighting in America, huge arching street lights in Berlin and stripped back bulbs for Russia.


It was also important to show the different worlds of MI5 and MI6 the two factions being at war was central to the script.  The old boys club, 
aristocracy of MI6 was denoted using dark wood, ornate mouldings and a palate of greys and creams.  The furniture was also kept traditional 
with wooden filing cabinets and desks.  M15 to contrast was to embrace the new, with a brighter more contemporary palette of peaches and 
bright blues, with metal furniture and paired back dressing. 


We shot both in London and Romania, there was quite the crossover of matching exterior locations from one country to another, often 
matching doorways and balconies from Romania to sets that we were building in studio in London so we had to be really organised with all our 
information gathering.  And we were really lucky to have such an amazing team of talent out in Romania.


A Spy Among friends was a really rewarding project to have been involved with, a really fascinating story set in a time that’s an absolute visual 
delight.  Hopefully we have created a believable world that allows these real life stories to play out and envelops the viewer in a stylistic, 
compelling, espionage thriller.

The Look of A Spy Among Friends…..



LONDON….
MI6

attic office set build

set build on location…

MI5 - location & set build 



LONDON…..
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DRAWING NOTES - POINTING
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FOR STEEL DECK PLAN SEE DWG 023
FOR GARDEN AND SHED SEE DWG 027
FOR WINDOWS SEE DWG 024
FOR DOORS SEE DWG 025
FOR FIREPLACE DETAIL SEE DWG 026
FOR RAILS AT FROM SEE DWG 028

NOTE - PANEL RAILS/ STILES ARE 19mm BOARDS 
OF VARIOUS SIZES PLANTED ONTO PLY FACE OF 
FLATS. 

-PLEASE NOTE, SOME PANELS DON'T HAVE 
QUARTER ROUNDS, WHICH WILL BE INDICATED 
ON THE DRAWING.

-ALSO NOTE NOT SOME RAILS ARE WIDER AND 
MAY BE 44mm IN WHICH CASE THIS WILL BE 
INDICATED ON THE ELEVATION

PRACTICAL FIRES:
FIREBOARD FIREPLACES FOR PRAC. FIRE. 

HOLES FOR FIREPLACE'S INDICATED IN ELEVATION 
AA. PLEASE APPLY MANTELPLACE OVER OPENING.

FLOORING: SET DEC.
HALLWAY - PARQUET FLOOR AS PER PHOTO REF.

DRAWING ROOM - 175mm FLOORBOARDS.
STONE FINISH HEARTH SET FLUSH TO FLOOR.

KITCHEN - QUARRY TILES.

JAMES MANSFIELD MOULDINGS:
CORNICE:
-HALLWAY/ DRAWING ROOM: M68.
-KITCHEN: 100mm SCOTIA

DADO:
-DRAWING ROOM 'BACK ROOM':M30

PANEL BEADING THROUGHOUT:
-15mm QUARTER ROUND. 

NON STANDARD DOOR STOPS:
-18mm QUARTER ROUND.

PANEL BEAD IN PORCH DOOR:
-6mm QUARTER ROUND

SKIRTING BOARD:
KITCHEN: M361

ARCHITRAVE:
KITCHEN: M360

2/OFF SIMPLE CEILING ROSES IN LIVING ROOM.

FINISHES: 

WINDOWS: WHITE GLOSS

DOORS:
-D.1, D3: WOODGRAINED AS LOC. REF.

-D.2: BLACK GLOSS AS LOC.

-D.3: WOOD GRAINED AS PER LOC REF.

-D.4: WOOD GRAINED HALL SIDE, KITCHEN SIDE: 
5059 GLOSS (ALT. DULUX 70YY 46/160 pg265)

-D.5, D.6:5059 GLOSS (ALT. DULUX 70YY 46/160 
pg265)

HALLWAY AND DRAWING ROOM 'FRONT 
ROOM': 
-WOOD GRAIN AS PER PHOTO REF.
-MARBLE'ING ON MANTEL INSET. SEE REF.
-DARK SLATE STONE HEARTH 3mm RELIEF. TO BE   
   FLUSH WITH KARNDEAN FLOOR

DRAWING ROOM 'BACK ROOM':
FOR 40'S
- PEEL BACK WALLPAPER FOR '40S' - SUPPLIED BY 
SET DEC.

FOR 60'S UNDERNEATH WALLPAPER:
PAINTED WALLS: 7077 MATT.
(ALT. DULUX 70GG 39/088 pg. 152)
PANELS AND CORNICE: WOOD GRAINED

KITCHEN: 
-WALLPAPER SUPPLIED BY SET DEC
-WOODWORK: 5059 GLOSS (ALT. DULUX 70YY 
46/160 pg265)

(APPLY TEXTURES BEHIND PAINT AND WALLPAPER 
TO GIVE THE WALL AN UNEVEN NON SMOOTH 
FINISH)

-SPLASHBACK TILING ABOVE UNIT'S IN KITCHEN 
200mm HIGH.

CEILINGS:
THROUGHOUT - OFF WHITE/CREAM W/ NICOTINE 
STAINING/ AGE.

SEE FOLLOWING DRAWINGS FOR DETAILS: 
DOORS TO BUILD: SEE DRAWING 022
D.1: 800x1982x44(2/OFF)
D.2:830x2070x44
D.3: 810x2110x28
D.4: 800x2085x44

DOORS TO BUY: (WWW.DOORSONLINE.CO.UK)
D.5: 813x2032x35mm
(WHITE VICTORIAN 4 PANEL CLEAR GLAZED).
D.6: 762x1981x35 
(CLEAR PINE VICTORIAN 4 PANEL).

SASH WINDOWS: SEE DRAWING 24
W.1: O/A: 750X1800 (3/OFF)
W.2: O/A: 750x1446
W.3 O/A:1200x1325
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ELEVATION G-G

ELEVATION F-FELEVATION E-EELEVATION D-D

ELEVATION C-CELEVATION B-BELEVATION A-A
1:50

DETAIL 1 - SECTION THRU
1:10

DETAIL 2 - SECTION THRU
1:10

DETAIL 3 - SECTION
THRU
1:10

ELEVATION H-H
ELEVATION I-I

PLAN 1:50
GROUND FLOOR - (GARDEN ON DRAWING ##)

ELEVATION F-F (DETAIL)

SECTION 4

SECTION 5
1:20

1:20

1:20

SEE BELOW FOR DETAIL
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BUILD AS PARTITION

2000150

69 x 69 DOOR FRAME - SIT'S PROUD OF
WALL IN KITCHEN BY 18mm.
SEE DETAIL FOR MORE INFO. 'DOOR PARTITION' SITS

FLUSH WITH PLANT ON
RAILS RAILS

965x965 OPENING
FOR FIREPLACE

980x980 OPENING
FOR FIREPLACE

HINGE WALL
TOWARDS F-PLACE
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SEE DWG 026 FOR DETAIL

965x965 OPENING FOR FIREPLACE.
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ON PAGE 2
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NO SKIRTING BOARD
ON THIS ELEVATION

SEE DETAIL 1.
FOR MORE INFO.
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01.09.21 ADG MILL HILL STUDIOS

28.10.21

WILTON STREET
Set Build in studio matched to 
location Exterior

LILY’S HOUSE - London Location



LONDON…..

BASEMENT BEDSIT - Set build in studio

Bombed out street - London

FISH & CHIP SHOP - Location & set build comped together in post

LONDON APARTMENT - location match 
door built into another location 



RUSSIA…..

THE DALMOTOVA — Set built cabin, location ship & dock 

RUSSIAN STREETS

Shot on location in Romania

THE METROPOL HOTEL



RUSSIA…..

RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT BUILDING

BERDENKO HOSPITAL



RUSSIA…..

RUSSIAN SURVEILLANCE FLAT

PHILBY’S RUSIAN FLAT



BEIRUT…..

PHILBY’S BEIRUT APARTMENT & ROOF TERRACE

ROOF TERRACE - Set build shot on 
Arri’s video wall, matched to 

location in Romania

Set build



BEIRUT…..
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A SPY AMONG FRIENDS: DWG : 051 -  BEIRUT SAFE HOUSE - MILL HILL STUDIOS - PLANS AND ELEVATIONS                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    SCALE 1:50 @ A1 - 27 SEP 2021

51BEIRUT SAFE HOUSE

PLAN AND ELEVATIONS

27/09/21 ED

171

1:50

MILL HILL STUDIOS

A1 27.09.21

NOTES:

- FOR DOOR & WINDOW DETAILS - SEE DWG 52

MOULDINGS:
- DOOR ARCHITRAVE - M376, 9MM QUADRANT  (JAMES MANSFIELD)

          - SEE DETAIL ON DWG 52
- WINDOW ARCHITRAVES - M48B (JAMES MANSFIELD)

FINISH:
- WALLS -  CRAFTSMAN GOLD - PPG1092-4 (PG 281) - MATT EMULSION

                           (LRV 50 S 2020-Y20R (PG 17D)
- SHUTTERS -  TAWNY MUSHROOM - PPG 1054-5 (PG 70) - VINYL SILK

                                  (LRV 37 S 3010-R (PG 25E)
- WOODWORK ARCHITRAVES / DOORS / WINDOW FRAMES  -

                     CARIBBEAN GREEN - PPG 1141-4 (PG 157) - JOHNSTONE'S WATER EGGSHELL
                     (LRV 46 S2020-B50G (PG 7D)

- PAINTED SKIRT - BARITONE - PPG 1149-5 (PG 165) - MATT
                                        (LRV 25 S 4020-B10G (PG 6F)

- CEILING - CASUAL ELEGANCE - PPG 1075-3 (PG 91) - MATT
                           (LRV 70 S 1005-Y60R (PG 21A)

- FLOORING - LINOLEUM - AS PER SET DEC - MAY REQUIRE GLOSS GLAZE OVER COAT

C/HT @ 2440MM

C/HT @ 2440MM

C/HT @ 2440MM

C/HT @ 2440MM

WINDOW 1

WINDOW 2 DOOR 1 DOOR 1WINDOW 5

WINDOW 3 DOOR 1DOOR 2

WINDOW
/DOOR 4PRAC DOORS FOR

CREW ACCESS ONLY

CNC WINDOW - SANDWICH TOGETHER

ALL WINDOWS TO HAVE SHUTTERS ON
EXTERIOR - PLEASE SEE DWG 52

150MM PAINTED SKIRT

PRAC DOOR FOR
CREW ACCESS ONLY

PLEASE SEE DOOR DETAILS - DWG 52

VOIDVOID

M376

9MM QUADRANT

Mouldings @ 1:1

M48B

DOOR ARCHITRAVE

WINDOW ARCHITRAVE

HEADER

DOOR 1

Safe House

Built in studio matched 
to location in Romania



BERLIN…..

CHECK POINT CHARLIE

BERLIN STREET - Concept

BERLIN BAR CONCEPT



USA…..
FBI

AMERICAN HOME


