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The Colosseum is the White Whale' of the show - it displays its finished glory The Colosseum set was built in Teatro 5 at Cinecitta Studios

only in the last episodes when the big season’s showdown happens at its grand in August 2023.

opening.

As opposed to the centuries old, Etruscan-influenced Circus Maximus with its For the Colosseum we built 180° of the the first of the five

dark and dusty catacombs (see ,Underbelly’), the Flavian Amphitheatre tiers and re-dressed/ mirrored the set for the remaining

(Colosseum) becomes the brand new, ivory colored, shiny centre of the Roman 180°. Apart from the arena and the ranks this set

Empire, the display of the Emperor‘s marvel and generosity. encompassed 4 interior set pieces - the royal platform, a
curved hallway, the weapons arsenal and the gate of life
passage that was fully floodable.

After set construction it took 5 weeks of installation time
and 5 days of dressing before all scenes were shot over the
course of 12 shoting days.

The chamber over the gate of life was built on a separate
stage and the entrance/facade was built on the virtual
prodicton stage.
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Underbelly front elevation

R

- "f
e

v
(D

-
(DU
DD

R
o
»

The Underbelly (the catacombs under the Circus
Maximus) is the counter design to the Colosseum.

It is old, dark and dirty - it is the representation of the
shadow world of Rome: ,Some People work here,
some live here and some die here. it is paraphrazed in
a dialogue line.

The set that was built over 16 weeks at stage 1 in
Cinecitta World outside of Rome was the ,chimera
set“ in the production of Those About to Die. It had
one major revamp in the middle of the 10 weeks of
shooting and it encompassed in total 17 different
sub-sets, each of which required smaller revamps
along the way.

The main sets were:

the Stables - the Ludus Bestius - Betting Taverns - the
Grand Entrance - several Prisons and Basements - the
Well of the Augurs - the Latrines - Changing Rooms -
the Weighing Stations - the Training area - the
Goldsmith's Foundry - the Market outside - the Horse
Corals - and many more.
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WELL OF THE AUGURS / GRAND ENTRANCE
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The arena of the Circus Maximus is the main sports
venue in season 1.

The construction consisted of five sets - the imperial
platform and its ante rooms, the four faction
balconies, the crowd’s tiers, the starting gates as well
as the arena itself with its central spina.

In addition to these sets, the viewing gates (the
service gates to and from the catacombs below the
tiers and balconies) were shot on the volume stage
Cinecitta studios.

The set was built over 12 weeks on top of the existing
structures of the arena from Ben Hur (2016) in
spring 2023 outside of Cinecitta World.

The main unit as well as the action unit shot a large
part of season 1 within 8 weeks on this set.
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CONCEPT

The Virtual Production Unit shot in 32 different sets at the
volume stage (stagae 18) in Cinecitta.

The rotatable, circular stage measures 4 m in diameter and the
semi-circular, 8 meters high LED wall works on a resolution of

18.000 pixel in width.

The CG camera tracking was realized inside the Unreal Engine

via optical tracking.

The 3 departments - production design, camera/ electrical as
well as visual effects - had to climb a steep learning curve in
order to meet the sweet spot, when virtual world, the set on
stage, camera and lighting start to assemble one organic scenery.

There were multiple large architectural constructions built
including a circular 1 m hight rostrum to lift the sets. We also
created a number of natural sets, covering the stage with mud,
grass, sand, pebbles, rocks etc. and led multiple animals onto
stage, including horses, giraffes, crocodiles and many more.

The shooting lasted from April until November 2023 and the last
shot of the show was filmed in the Circus Maximus arena set on
this stage.
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