
In 1975 Esquire magazine published one chapter from Truman Capote’s unfinished 
book, Answered Prayers.  The scandalous piece, entitled “La Côte Basque, 1965”,  
betrayed the confidences and intimate secrets of the elite coterie of socialites Capote 
revered and referred to as The Swans.  

Season 2 of Ryan Murphy’s anthology series FEUD dramatizes Capote’s 
banishment from high society by the famous socialites: Barbara “Babe” Paley (and 
her husband, influential CBS chief Bill Paley), Slim Keith, C.Z. Guest and 
Lee Radziwill.  Capote spiraled into self destruction, from which he never recovered.  

Capote vs. The Swans reimagines the bygone era of this rich and glamorous New York 
society.  The limited series concentrates on the period from publication in 1975 to 
Capote’s death in 1984, with additional flashbacks to the 30’s, 40’s, 50’s and 60’s.  

Standing stage sets included recreations of Truman’s U.N. Tower apartment, 
Bill & Babe Paley’s grand apartment on 5th Avenue and the legendary lost restaurant 
for which Capote’s expose was named, La Côte Basque. 

Additional sets and locations include homes, apartments, shops and salons in NYC 
and Long Island, Palm Beach Florida, Jamaica, Palm Springs, and Los Angeles.  
Murder by Death film sets were recreated, as well as Studio 54,  TV interviews, 
the CBS offices and Truman’s infamous Black & White Ball at the Plaza Hotel.  

Sets were constructed at Steiner Studios in Brooklyn NY.  
Locations were New York City, Long Island NY and Los Angeles.  
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