


CHICAGO CABRINI GREEN homes were 
originally built to provide public housing for 
workers after WWII. By the early 1960s most of 
its residents were Black Americans.

Once a model of public housing, but it became a 
symbol of urban blight and failed housing policy 
due to poor planning, gang violence, drugs, and 
chronic unemployment.



In 1992, the murder of 7 year old Dantrell Davis  
in Chicago's Cabrini-Green housing projects  

led to a truce between local gangs  
and national attention to violence in inner-city projects.



In 1992, best friends Malik and Eric traverse the city of Chicago, looking to escape the mundaneness of school and the hardships of 
growing up in public housing. They soon find their unbreakable bond challenged when a tragedy shakes their community.

THE MOVIE

The partial apartment building with 3 apartments and breezeway was built entirely on stage.
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INSIDE THE APARTMENTS
ORIGINAL IMAGES



ORIGINAL IMAGES
APARTMENTS



MALIK’S APARTMENT
STILLS FROM MOVIE



MALIK’S APARTMENT
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SET PICTURES
MALIK’S APARTMENT



STILLS FROM MOVIE
ERIC’S APARTMENT



SET PICTURES
ERIC’S APARTMENT



EMPTY APARTMENT
STILLS FROM MOVIE



SET PICTURES
EMPTY APARTMENT AND MALIK’S AFTER THE POLICE RAID 



ORIGINAL BLUEPRINTS
Only blue prints for Cabrini-Green buildings  

were in the archives of Art Institute of Chicago.
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DAY/NIGHT BACKING

Custom made backing was photographed with drone camera at original Cabrini-Green location, digitally all the new buildings removed and filled in with now demolished  old buildings. 




