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Song Sung Blue is a film based on a true story about a 
Milwaukee couple, Mike and Claire Sardina, who formed a Neil 

Diamond tribute band called ‘Lightning & Thunder’ in the 1990’s.  
Written and directed by Craig Brewer, the film is adapted from 

Greg Kohs’ 2008 documentary of the same name, which 
chronicled the couple’s musical partnership, as well as their 

personal triumphs and tragedies. ’When hope is lost, love finds a 
way’.


As a production designer, I had an amazing asset in my hands 
with the documentary footage. After conversations with the 

director, we made the decision to be ‘interpreters’ of the 
documentary footage, and use it as a touchstone in the design of 

the film.


Wisconsin is located in the Rust Belt of the country, bordered by 
Lake Michigan to the East, and Lake Superior to the North and is 
very much a working class state. Recreating the early 1990’s was 
specifically accomplished through color palette, wardrobe, period 

correct automobiles, authentic signage/graphics, and the 
wonderful lack of digital electronics. 


We chose New Jersey as our base largely due to the timeless 
locations that exist there. With robust working class 

neighborhoods and a topography and infrastructure that matched 
Wisconsin seamlessly, the Garden State became our canvas. 


The film was shot entirely on location.





I created two color palettes for SONG SUNG BLUE: The first was for Mike & Claire’s respective 
homes and their life away from the performance stages. It was based on the popular mid century 
colors (1940’s - 1970’s), accented with deeply saturated earth tones.

The second was for the performances, utilizing more of the primary color spectrum. A mixture of 
reds, blues, greens, whites and blacks which were accented with both shimmery golds and silvers.

Each venue had its own unique combination and variations of this palette. This palette became a 
journey marker for Mike and Claire’s performances.



EXISTING LOCATION:  B.P.O.E.  Wayne, NJ Elks 2181

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting



COMPLETED SET



COMPLETED SET



Wisconsin State Fair

EXISTING LOCATION:

KEANSBURG AMUSEMENT PARK, Keansburg NJ 
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STAGE SCHEMATIC



STATE FAIR STAGE INSTALLATION
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GRAPHICS / SIGNAGE



COMPLETED SET



Claire’s Apartment

EXISTING LOCATION: Matawan, NJ
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Mike & Claire’s Wedding

EXISTING LOCATION:

Ukrainian National Home  Jersey City, NJ
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Exterior Mike & Claire’s Home

EXISTING LOCATION: Old Tappan, NJ



EXISTING LOCATION: Old Tappan, NJ
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Interior Mike & Claire’s Home

EXISTING LOCATION: Old Tappan, NJ
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EXISTING LOCATION: Old Tappan, NJ
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EXISTING LOCATION: Old Tappan, NJ
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EXISTING LOCATION: Old Tappan, NJ



COMPLETED SET





EXISTING LOCATION:

The Women's Club Of Glen Ridge


Glen Ridge, NJ

Claire’s Dream Sequence
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EXISTING LOCATION:  Charm Thai  Montclair, NJ

Charm Thai Restaurant & Karaoke Bar
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The Ritz Theater

LOCATION:  The Ritz Theatre, Elizabeth, NJ



LOCATION:  The Ritz Theatre, Elizabeth, NJ



RITZ THEATRE     STAGE CONCEPT & LAYOUT



COMPLETED SET
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Graphics



Thank You

Production Designer:  Clay A. Griffith 
Set Decorator:  Lisa K. Sessions 
Art Director:  Angela Stauffer 
Graphic Designer:  Jenny Kraft 

Assistant Art Directors: 
Emilia Spirito   Rumiko Ishii 


